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The Magic Flute – Synopsis   

It is coming on evening and the Spirits are looking for something to entertain the humans how have wandered into their 
garden.  It’s been a long time since they have seen mortals (something about a pandemic) and they are anxious to tell a story 
which will please their guests.  The youngest of them suggests their favorite story about Prince Tamino and Princess Pamina.  
They all agree and conjure the characters of the story from the statues in the garden — of course, saving some parts for 
themselves to jump in and play whenever it suits them.  

And so, they begin.  

Prince Tamino, lost in a wild forest, is being pursued by a giant serpent. He collapses. The Three Ladies, who serve the 
Queen of the Night, appear and kill the monster. They find the unconscious Tamino attractive, and they argue about who 
will guard him while the others report to the Queen of the Night; unable to decide, they all leave. Papageno, the birdcatcher, 
enters singing of the joys of his profession and his desire for a wife. Tamino recovers consciousness, and Papageno claims to 
have strangled the serpent himself. The Three Ladies reappear and padlock his mouth for lying. They show Tamino a 
portrait of Pamina; he falls in love at first sight. The Queen arrives. She tells Tamino that Pamina is her daughter, who has 
been captured by the evil Sarastro. She persuades Tamino to rescue Pamina, promising him Pamina’s hand if he succeeds. 
The Three Ladies give Tamino a magic flute and Papageno a set of magic bells to protect them on their journey. The Three 
Spirits will guide them to Sarastro’s temple.  

In Sarastro’s palace, his slave, Monostatos, is trying to pursue Pamina when Papageno appears. Monostatos and Papageno 
are terrified by each other and flee. But Papageno returns and reassures Pamina that her mother has sent Tamino to help 
her. She is overjoyed to learn that Tamino loves her. They leave together.  

The Three Spirits lead Tamino to Sarastro’s temple grove. Tamino plays his magic flute to summon Pamina and Papageno; 
its sounds tame the animals. Papageno answers with his pipes, and Tamino rushes off to find them.  

Papageno and Pamina are making their way toward Tamino when they are captured by Monostatos. Papageno uses his 
magic bells to enchant his enemies, making them dance away. Sarastro and his entourage approach. Pamina confesses to 
Sarastro that she tried to escape because of Monostatos’s advances. Sarastro is kind, but he says he cannot grant her 
freedom. Monostatos now enters with Tamino as his prisoner. Tamino and Pamina see each other for the first time and rush 
into each other’s arms. Monostatos seeks a reward, but instead Sarastro punishes him for lusting after Pamina. Sarastro 
leads Tamino and Papageno to the temple.  

Sarastro declares that Tamino and Papageno shall undergo trials set out by the ancient rite. Sarastro prays to Isis and Osiris, 
asking them to protect Tamino and Pamina. Papageno is not interested in trials; all he wants is food, wine, and a wife. A 
priest replies that he will get a wife only if he undergoes the trials. In the first trial, Tamino and Papageno must not speak to 
anyone. The Three Ladies arrive and try to get them to speak. Papageno cannot resist answering, but Tamino remains 
steadfast. The priests praise Tamino but scold Papageno, who does not understand why he has to undergo these trials if 
Sarastro has already found a wife for him.  

Monostatos approaches the sleeping Pamina and is about to kiss her when the Queen of the Night, who had arrived unseen 
earlier, frightens him away. Seeking power that can be hers only if Sarastro dies, the Queen awakens Pamina and gives her a 
dagger, ordering her to kill Sarastro. After the Queen leaves, Monostatos tries to blackmail Pamina by threatening to reveal 
the murder plot, but Sarastro drives him off and reassures Pamina.  

Tamino and Papageno are undergoing a second trial of silence. An old woman enters, carrying water. Papageno inquires if 
she has a sweetheart. She replies that she does, and that his name is Papageno. She then disappears. Pamina enters and tries 
to talk to Tamino, but he refuses to answer. She leaves in despair.  

Papageno, still longing for a wife, plays his magic bells. The old woman reappears and demands that he promise to marry 
her, or else he will be alone forever. Papageno reluctantly agrees. She is immediately transformed into a pretty girl: 
Papagena. As Papageno runs to embrace her, the priests frighten her away.  

The Three Spirits come upon Pamina in a courtyard. She is trying to kill herself with her mother’s dagger because she thinks 
Tamino has abandoned her. They promise that she will see him soon. Tamino is reunited with Pamina. They exchange loving 
words and enter the trials together. They are unharmed by the water and fire, thanks to the magic flute’s protection.  



In a garden on the temple grounds, Papageno has given up hope of ever finding Papagena again, so he tries to hang himself. 
But the Three Spirits remind him of the magic bells. He plays them, and Papagena appears. The happy pair celebrate their 
union.  

Meanwhile, Monostatos, the Queen, and the Three Ladies attempt to destroy the temple, but they are vanquished and cast 
into eternal darkness. Sarastro proclaims the truth has vanquished the darkness. All revel in the end of the long night, even 
the Queen and her allies.  The characters remove their masks and return to being statues as the Spirits dance amongst the 
humans, happy to have them back in the garden.  May they never leave again!  

 
 
 
About Prague Summer Nights 
 
Debuting in 2015 and hailed for its “high-quality productions” (Hospodářské noviny) and “sophistication” (Prague Post), 
Classical Movements’ Prague Summer Nights: Young Artists Music Festival (PSN) affords aspiring young 
professionals in the world of opera and orchestra the opportunity to perform in some of Europe’s most historic venues and 
offers fully-staged opera productions, orchestral performances, chamber music concerts, an opera scenes program, voice and 
concerto competitions, and even a cabaret concert. 
 
The full 30-day festival features more than 100 students, more than 20 faculty and 15 performances, coachings, masterclasses, 
lessons, and career development opportunities for its participants. Past programs have featured performances in the famed 
Estates Theatre, Rudolfinum, and Smetana Hall of Prague and, in 2017, the program made its first trip to Salzburg, performing 
in the Große Saal of the Mozarteum. 
 
In addition to opera and orchestra programs, PSN offers arts administration, stage directing, coaching, and conducting 
apprenticeships. PSN offers generous scholarships to students in every discipline to enable the attendance of young people of 
all backgrounds from around the world. 
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Please visit our website for more information and sign up for email updates: 

www.classicalmovements.com/secretgardenconcerts/ 
 
 
 
 
 

About Classical Movements:  The premier concert tour company for the world’s great orchestras and choirs, Classical 
Movements creates meaningful cultural experiences through music in 147 countries. An industry leader for 30 years, 
Classical Movements organizes more than 50 tours every year, producing some 200 concerts every season except during the 
covid pandemic. Producer of two international choral festivals—Ihlombe! in South Africa and Serenade! in Washington, 
D.C.—and the Prague Summer Nights: Young Artists Music Festival. Winner of Americans for the Arts’ BCA10: Best 
Businesses Partnering with the Arts Award, and many other awards, since its founding in 1992, as a truly global 
company, Classical Movements remains committed to facilitating cultural diplomacy across the world—promoting peace 
through the medium of music.  To date Classical Movements has commissioned 104 new works by composers from all over 
the world. 
 
 
 
 


