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WHY THE BALKANS WITH CLASSICAL MOVEMENTS 
 

The region of Southeastern Europe, known as the Balkans is a fascinating option for a European Concert Tour that’s off-the-
beaten-path and surprisingly affordable. Comprised of Serbia, Kosovo, Macedonia, Albania, Bosnia & Herzegovina, 

Croatia and Slovenia, the Balkans are a region of incredible untouched nature, delectable cuisines, rich history, golden sandy 
beaches, and awe-inspiring mountains dotted with centuries-old villages.  Whether you are singing at the beautiful churches of 

Slovenia or taking time off to enjoy the beaches of Croatia, a tour to the Balkans offers unparalleled diversity and unique and 
rewarding musical experiences. 

 
CULTURAL IMMERSION  

Slovenia's location at one of the Europe's true geographical, cultural and historical crossroads has blessed the country with a 
wealth of sights and attractions - all of which are easily accessible from the vibrant capital Ljubljana. It’s a tiny country of great 
natural beauty and diversity. For lucky travelers to Slovenia it is possible to go skiing, explore Slovenia’s stunning caves, bathe 

under the Mediterranean sun, and catch an opera—all in a single day. 
 

Situated at the intersection between the East and the West, Serbia is a combination of ancient cultures and civilizations with a 
charming mix of traditional and modern ways. Leaving behind its history of hard times, Serbia is a dynamic country that offers 

great cultural and musical resources. Tour to Serbia and you will be won over by its culture, natural beauty and warmhearted 
Slavic hospitality. 

 
Macedonia has a long and praised tradition of culinary delights. Over the centuries, many civilizations have enjoyed the 

produce of its fertile soil. While Macedonia remains the agricultural heartland of the Balkans, its capital city of Skopje is a 
forward-looking city and a major regional center for concerts, theatre performances, dance and other cultural events.  

 
Tourism in Kosovo may still in its infancy following the conflicts of the past decade, but the country made the New York Times 

list of top places to go in 2011. Kosovo is known for its delicious cuisine, rich Ottoman architecture, Orthodox religious 
heritage, unique traditions, and the spectacular natural landscapes. 

 
Speaking of rankings, Lonely Planet guidebooks rated Albania as the no. 1 destination to be visited in 2011. Albania is proud of 
its archaeological heritage from Greek, Roman and Ottoman times, unspoiled beaches, mountainous topography, delicious 

traditional Albanian cuisine, unique traditions and hospitality, and the wild and peculiar atmosphere of the countryside.  
 

Once known for its history of conflict, Bosnia and Herzegovina is now a rapidly growing tourist destination as the world 
realizes what this country has to offer: an age-old mix of cultures, stunning mountain landscapes, access to the great outdoors 

and a high adventure sports. 
 

Travelers flock to Croatia to experience the country's extensive coastline and well-preserved Renaissance towns. One of the 
most visited Croatian sites is the fortified city of Dubrovnik – a Renaissance jewel. The music of Croatia reflects the country’s 

mix of Central European and Mediterranean influences.  
 

AMAZING PERFORMANCES  
Opportunities for workshops, master classes and collaborations where you meet and perform with choirs and orchestras 

(depending on time of year). 
 

Perform in major cities (Sofia, Bucharest, Ljubljana, Belgrade, Skopje, Tirana) beautiful towns, and villages off-the-beaten-path. 
Concerts are presented at top notch choral venues including gorgeous Cathedrals, national concert halls and intimate village 
concerts in local churches and monasteries, and countless festivals run throughout the year in the Capital cities and surrounding 

towns. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dubrovnik


 

  
Experience museums, festivals, castles and workshops that celebrate the rich musical and artistic heritage of the region.  

 
Fantastic audiences with a strong knowledge of, enthusiasm and appreciation for classical music. 

 
Contacts with established music festivals, large and small, throughout the entire region which will give your group opportunities 

to perform at during your tour. 
 

YEARS OF EXPERIENCE  
Classical Movements was the first American company to tour to Croatia beginning in 1995.  Throughout our history, we have 

taken numerous choirs and orchestra to the Balkans including the Philadelphia Orchestra, National Symphony Orchestra, 
Oregon Repertory Singers, College of William and Mary, and others. 

 
Classical Movements also does numerous customized tours to The Balkans and we can tailor the tour your individual 

expectations. 
 

We have contacts with festivals, conservatories, universities, cathedrals, concert halls, schools, choirs and orchestras.  

 

TESTIMONIALS 
 

Catherine Doyle Wesolek, Founder and Artistic Director [Peninsula Girls Chorus] 

“I thought this was an impeccably prepared tour and can't thank you all enough for that. You have a great staff, very responsive, very 

patient, and very skilled. Thank you! I will look forward to another tour with Classical Movements.” 

 

Jonathan Hirsch, Music Director [Smith College Chamber Singers] 

“Each month, I receive several phone calls and mailings from companies interested in organizing tours. My response to them is simple: 

'We work with Classical Movements.' We work with Classical Movements because the staff is friendly and courteous, efficient and 

utterly professional. They are responsive to our desires for our tours and do everything they can to see that the group has a positive 

experience. We see no reason to look elsewhere if you are looking for the right company to handle your travel plans.” 

 

Simon Woods, Vice President of Artistic Planning and Operations [The Philadelphia Orchestra] 

“We've worked with Classical Movements since 2000. Since that time we have developed a very successful partnership. They are 

responsive, creative, attentive, and reliable. We couldn't ask for more from a travel agent.” 

 

Lorraine Granderson, Music Director [Bishop Anstey High School Choir – Trinidad and Tobago] 

“I must thank you again for the wonderful time we all had on this trip. It was more than we expected and more than we could have 

dreamed about. Congrats to everyone at Classical Movements for putting together a wonderful experience for so many." 

 
Kathy Fok, Music Director/Principal Conductor [Hong Kong Children’s Choir] 

“I want to thank you and everyone of Classical Movements for organizing such meaningful event. What an enriching experience for all of us! 

My children keep sharing their wonderful experience with their friends and families via internet.... You guys are amazing and you certainly 

deserve a big applause! I would love to travel with Classical Movements again. I'm looking forward to working with you again in our future 

tours.” 

 



 

PRESS 
A limited selection 

 
 

“Classical Movements founder Neeta Helms delivers musicians and singers all over the world with the precision of a Steinway 
piano tuner.” 

The Washington Post, Tom Heath, September 15, 2013 
 

“Classical Movements is the go-to company for ensembles planning concert tours.”  
Baltimore Sun, Tim Smith, June 29, 2012    

 
“Classical Movements is based in Alexandria but works mainly overseas, arranging tours by American orchestras and choruses 

and running music festivals in Brazil, South Africa and central Europe. This weekend, company President Neeta Helms and her 
cohort will get to show their neighbors what they do for a living, when they bring the Serenade! choral festival to town.” 

Washington Post, Mark Jenkins, June 22, 2011 
 

“Neeta Helms, president of Classical Movements, which works with major orchestras as well as tours by youth orchestras and 
choirs, says 2009 looks to be its busiest year ever. 
Philadelphia Inquirer, David Patrick Stearns, February 6, 2009 

 
“[Bosnia], known for its medieval cities and cobblestone streets, has been significantly rebuilt.  [Neeta] Helms said Croatia has 

plenty to offer Americans. ‘It is very much coastal, semi-Mediterranean, since it is north of what you call traditional 
Mediterranean,’ she said. ‘Even though we are going along the Adriatic, it is not a beach experience. It has some very old and 

historic towns. It is very cultural. It is like doing classical Greece with antiquities.’” 
Tour and Travel News, Michael Milligan 

 

“Before war broke out in 1991 and destroyed a flourishing tourism business, Croatia was a popular place to go. Dubrovnik, Split 
and Korcula were familiar ports of call for cruise ships, and Croatian areas of Yugoslavia received between six million and eight 

million visitors annually. In January 1996 the United States State Department lifted its warning against travel there… Some tour 
companies with offices in the United States are again offering trips there. Among them are these: Blue Heart Tours, in 

Washington, put Croatia on its itinerary last year. Starting in May, a new six-night tour will include stays in Dubrovnik, Split and 
on the islands of Korcula and Hvar.” 
New York Times, February 23, 1997 

 
 

Blue Heart Travel DBA Classical Movements 


